occurred in 1969 and 1982, when the Official Languages Act (OLA), and the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms were (respectively) promulgated, the latter including constitutionally entrenched language rights for official language minorities. In this essay, we will examine the vitality of francophone minority communities, and how language rights have impacted them and contributed to the maintenance of their identity. Specifically, we will argue that minority francophone communities are still strong and that language rights have reinforced these communities and their identities, and have made an important contribution to their survival and long-term vitality. It is hoped that gaining a more complete understanding of the impact of language rights on these groups will not only provide a fuller understanding of French Canadian identity, but also of identity in Canadian society in general.
Major Developments in French Canadian Identity and Language Rights
In order to gain a complete understanding of the circumstances that led to the recognition of language rights for French Canadians, we must look back over 200 years to witness the contextual and historical factors that led to the creation of francophone communities in English Canada, and to the creation of statutory and constitutional rights to ensure their survival. Therefore, in this section, we will examine many of the important related historical events, so that the current context of rights will be more easily comprehensible. This is not intended to be an exhaustive list, but rather a cursory overview of several of the most relevant events.
For over a century prior to the conquest of 1763, France had established colonies and trading networks throughout much of the known new world of America (with the exception of the thirteen English colonies along the eastern seaboard). The government of France sent thousands of people to the new world to establish a colonial society which was most developed in what are today the Maritimes, and the province of Québec. While Québec and Montreal were the major urban centres of France's American colony, many thousands of French speaking colonists also lived in parts of modern-day New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, and Nova Scotia. These people became known as the Acadians.
During much of the eighteenth century, France and England were at war, and with the signing of the Treaty of Utrecht in 1713 to end one of these wars, the Acadians found themselves under British rule.
2 At war with France again in the 1750s, the British demanded that the Acadians swear loyalty to the British crown. The Acadians refused, however, insisting on remaining neutral in the conflict. This refusal led to their deportation from their homeland in Acadia between 1755 and 1763, a major landmark in the history of the Acadian people, and a key formative event in the Acadian identity. 3 After the Treaty of Paris, which ended yet another war between France and England in 1763, the Acadians were permitted back in their traditional homeland, though they were relegated to the fringes of the land they once inhabited. 4 However, those Acadians who survived the deportation are the descendents of the modern Acadian community, which is one of Canada's largest and most concentrated French Canadian communities. With a history and social development quite distinct from their Québecois colinguists, the Acadians are a separate community with a unique identity living as a minority in the Maritimes.
There are other francophone groups in other majority English provinces in Canada as well. For example, in the late nineteenth century, the lack of available seigneurrial land in Québec sent a number of francophones into Ontario. There, many found employment in the province's booming forestry industry, and later in other industries such as mining, and pulp and paper. 5 As a result, significant pockets of French Canadians with a strong identity and collective memory can be found in Ontario's eastern region (Ottawa), north west region (Sudbury, North Bay), and south west region (Windsor). Most controversial about the language rights of the Charter is that it also provides a number of Minority Language Education rights, including the right to have a child educated in the minority official language of a province, if at least one of the child's parents was educated in that minority language anywhere in Canada. This latter provision was in direct conflict with Québec's Bill 101 which determined that parents had the right to educate their children in English only if they had received their education in English in Québec. Significantly, these and all other language rights were left immune from the Charter's 'notwithstanding clause,' so crucial were they to Trudeau's vision. 36 In spite of Québec's resistance, the Charter and its language rights apply across Canada, and were intended to assist OLMGs such as minority francophones in all provinces. It should also be noted that a number of additional language rights were entrenched in the Charter for the province of New Brunswick, which sought constitutional permanence for the language rights which protect its Acadian minority.
While francophones in Canada's majority English provinces have endured a number of hardships throughout pre-and post-confederation Canadian history, with the OLA and the language rights of the Charter, Canada's French Canadians now have the most expansive set of rights and protections that they have ever had in Canada. However, there are many who would suggest that this government protection is too little, and far too late, and that the only possible fate for most of Canada's minority francophones is assimilation into the English mainstream.
36 McRoberts, 170. 12
The impact that language rights have had on these groups and their identities is the question to which we now turn our attention.
The Effects of Language Rights on Canada's Francophone Minority Communities
While it is without question that the addition of language rights to the constitution and the statute books has significantly changed the linguistic policy climate and legal regime in Canada, whether or not these rights have had their desired effects on OLMGs such as non-Québec francophones is much more difficult to assess. While these rights were intended to have symbolic meaning for francophones in Québec (i.e. a French environment in which to work in the federal government, and a government that responds to French speaking Quebecers in French, etc.), and were intended to benefit the anglophone community of Québec, 37 minority francophones were a key target as well. Indeed, one of the principle reasons for granting language rights to OLMGs was to strengthen French Canada outside Québec in order to counter the view that Québec is the homeland and only hospitable environment for the French language in Canada. However, as many francophone minority groups have suffered greatly from factors such as geographic isolation, intermarriage and cultural contact with the majority community, the strengthening and providing of additional vitality to francophone groups was not expected to be an easy task. However, it was nonetheless an important one for the nation builders of the federal government.
Before moving into an examination of the effects that language rights have had on francophone minority identities and communities, a number of studies caution us from directly 37 While the Québec anglophone community shares a number of similarities with their minority language cousins in other provinces, in this essay, we are limiting our analysis to francophone minorities, rather than both sets of official language minorities. As a number of key differences exist in the identity and political development of the two minority groups, and as an analysis of the anglophone community in Québec would complicate the issues examined in this paper, I have decided to leave such an analysis out of the present examination. and that the Charter can often mask the strength of minority groups before its passage.
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Similarly, Yasmeen Abu-Laban and Tim Neiguth point to the fact that the Charter strengthened a number of groups (such as ethnic groups and OLMGs) but did not necessarily lead directly to their creation. 42 They suggest that although its passage was clearly important for a number of groups, many of these groups had considerable strength prior to 1982, and that the Charter's passage was simply one episode in the ongoing struggle of these groups. 43 With these warnings in mind, we must be careful not to attribute too much to the effects of the Charter, and to be mindful of the strength that francophone minorities had before the passage of the OLA and the Charter.
Looking at the effects of language rights on French Canadian communities, we must first understand that the effects are difficult to assess, and that there has been much disagreement on Canada's three largest majority anglophone provinces. 75 The increase was spectacular in Alberta (a province "reputed for its conservatism and its opposition to the policy of bilingualism" 76 ),
where the increase was 12.6%, with the addition of nearly 7 000 people since the 1996 census.
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Less positive but still encouraging for francophone minorities is the fact that in three other provinces, the rate of decline was lower between 1996 and 2001, than it was between 1991 and 1996, suggesting that the decline of minority francophone communities slowed during the latter half of the 1990s in these provinces. 78 Overall, in Canada less Québec, while the francophone minority community declined by 0.6% (about 6 000 people) between 1991 and 1996, it grew by 1.0% the following five years (about 10 000 people As data from the most recent census attests, Canada's minority francophone identity seems to be strong nationally, and is gaining strength in a number of key areas, including Canada's three largest majority anglophone provinces. Combined with the optimistic arguments made by analysts such as O'Keefe, Aunger, and Couture, it appears that Canada's francophone minority identity may not be as much in danger as was previously suggested by some scholars.
As C. Michael MacMillan summarizes: "the francophone minorities have proved surprisingly 84 Ibid. 85 Ibid. 86 Indeed, Sudbury is Canada's only CMA in which there are more francophones than allophones by mother tongue. 87 Ibid. 88 Ibid.
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resilient." 89 Although we must remember to be cautious about attributing this new vitality to language rights alone as several of these communities were very strong before the rights of the OLA and Charter were proclaimed, 90 it is likely that language rights have had some impact and have empowered their bearers with new confidence.
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One of the most important effects that language rights have had is on French language education in majority anglophone provinces. Unlike the OLA, which applied solely to federal jurisdiction, the Charter applies to both federal and provincial jurisdiction, and obligates the provinces to provide official language minority education in accordance with rights contained in s. 23. However, many anglophone provinces were slow to establish the proper institutional base for French schools, in some cases relying on constitutional ambiguities to justify their refusal to spend the funds needed for proper French schools. As a result, a group of francophones from Edmonton sued the Alberta government, a case which was ultimately decided by the Supreme Court of Canada. In its judgement of Mahé v. Alberta [1990] 1 S.C.R. 342, the Supreme Court ruled in favour of the francophone group. In its first major opportunity to rule on s. 23 of the Charter, the Court adopted a liberal interpretation of the section, and "broadened the Charter right of francophone minorities to French schools to include the right to manage and control their own school boards." 92 Non only did this judgement force the Alberta government to act on French schooling, it also gave French Canadians more than what was originally granted in the text of s. 23 which has provided a significant advantage to these minority groups.
Official language minority education, which was strengthened by this judgement, has had 89 C. Michael MacMillan. The Practice of Language Rights in Canada. (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1998), 223. 90 Such as Alberta's St. Paul community which has had a strong francophone character for nearly a century. Aunger (1993) . 91 As is suggested in the study by Cardinal et. al., cited in O'Keefe, Coloumbe, 129. some French language services, such as health care and social services, though often due to the "heavy-prodding" and financial support of the federal government.
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A smaller statutory gain made by several OLMGs at the federal level relates to governance agreements signed with Ottawa in the 1990s. In the difficult financial climate of the early part of the decade, the federal government sought to download some of its responsibilities in the promotion of official languages. 102 As a result, a number of OLMGs signed agreements with Ottawa from which they gained increased responsibility and funding from the federal government for the promotion of the objectives of the OLA. These agreements also resulted in a more stable financial arrangement, and a more coherent plan from Ottawa, in spite of the economic chaos in the government at the time. 103 Francophone groups were among the principle beneficiaries of this devolution, which strengthened their finances and self-management abilities further. generous in their interpretation of language rights, OLMGs have found the courts to be much more hospitable to their language rights, which has strengthened the rights of the OLMGs significantly. With this reinforcement of their language rights, the francophone minority identity is accorded further protection from the assimilating pressures that it faces.
Although not everyone agrees, 108 the francophone minority identity in Canada has likely been positively affected by language rights, both statutory and constitutional. As census data and a number of authors demonstrate, the demographics of francophone minority communities have improved somewhat in recent years, while the institutional, legal, and funding arrangements of these groups have all improved as well. Therefore, while its advocates can not yet be rest easily, the future of the minority French Canadian identity is, for the time being, slightly less dreary than it has been in the past.
Concluding Thoughts: The Future of Canada's Francophone Minorities
While the future of French Canada is somewhat more secure now than it has been in the past, there is certainly no room for complacency, particularly with language issues in the constitution still very much undecided, and with the birthrate of non-Québec francophones being the lowest of any language group in Canada at 1.57 children per mother. 109 Therefore, French Canada must adopt a number of strategies to ensure the continued survival of its identity in the future.
One obvious strategy that non-Québec francophones could adopt is to continue to press governments and the courts for increased services in French, and to further language rights with more favourable court decisions in the wake of the Beaulac precedent. An example from Ontario illustrates well how this strategy can be used. In the 1990s, while making major cutbacks to These differences have been the source of discomfort for some francophones, who have had difficulty adjusting to the addition of new elements to their collective identity which has been very similar for decades.
As Carston Quell suggests, however, the very purpose of the OLA in 1969 was not to generate exclusive linguistic communities, but rather, to bind individuals of different backgrounds (and geographic location, especially, province) by the language that they speak.
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As such, Quell recommends an increased openness to these new francophones on the part of more of their lives in French, which would leave them less prone to assimilation, and more confident in the survival of their identity and community. With this increased confidence, and more opportunities to work, socialize, and learn in French, the French Canadian identity could be strengthened significantly.
While the identity of French Canadians in Canada has evolved a great deal, at the beginning of the twenty-first century, proponents of this still threatened identity may have reason to be optimistic. Although French Canadian minorities have endured many setbacks, and injustices at the hands of their English neighbours, there appears to be increased respect both for their language rights, and their identities. With continued vigilance, resilience, and protection from their hard-won language rights, it is possible that francophone minorities in Canada will not 116 Cardinal, 81.
